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“How do you use AI in your work?”



Analytically narrow

(Well defined)

Analytically broad

(Open ended)

“What is the most important use of AI for you 
at work?”



Analytically narrow

(Well defined)

Analytically broad

(Open ended)

“How do AI tools help you do your tasks 
more effectively?”



Finding 1: Economists are using AI

As a Tool As a Research assistant/

Executive assistant/

Comms manager

As a Co-problem

Solver
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new graduates



“Know how to use AI as an assistant tool, without excessively 

relying on that (still be able to double check, have a critical 

attitude on the outcome proposed)”

Essential employability skills for 
new graduates



“Ability to figure out how to solve problems themselves. 

Especially related to data and modelling”.

Essential employability skills for 
new graduates
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Employability skills

Coding & 

programming

Critical

thinking

Research

skills
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“What challenges do you or your colleagues face 
when using AI in your workplace?”
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inaccurate information”
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Social concerns

Ethical concerns

Loss of 

human agency

“It’s important to know when it’s appropriate to use and when 

it’s not. Not everyone understands where this line is drawn and 

that can be difficult to navigate”.

“What challenges do you or your colleagues face 
when using AI in your workplace?”

Epistemological concern



Social concerns

Ethical concerns

Loss of 

human agency

“Not having access to the latest models with the 

most advanced features”
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when using AI in your workplace?”

Epistemological concern



Social concerns

Ethical concerns

Loss of 

human agency

“Government is slow to roll out the use of it.”

“What challenges do you or your colleagues face 
when using AI in your workplace?”

Epistemological concern



Finding 2: Challenges when using AI

 -Epistemological (Quality assurance)

 -Loss of human agency (Deskilling, No creativity) 

 -Ethical (Transparency, Privacy)

 -Social (Access, Cultural barriers)
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