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• Data from university students on:  

• Student personal characteristics (e.g. gender, nationality, ethnicity) 

• Student outcome data (e.g. attendance, marks, VLE engagement)  

• Qualitative data (e.g. surveys, focus groups) 
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Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA)  
Data for UK students, and students studying in UK public HE institutions

Main shortcoming: cost, only final student outcomes  

Data for all students attending a HE provider  
Useful to address relevant issues at university level, e.g. awarding gaps by demographic groups  

Main shortcoming: lack of the cross-section data in HESA, limitations of comparisons across programmes

Data for all students registered in a specific programme, e.g. BSc Economics (L100) 
Useful for teaching practices and assessment methods in a department, and improving figures e.g. student satisfaction

Main shortcoming: for some programmes very small sample size 

Data on student engagement and outcomes in specific modules  
Useful to understand changes in teaching practices, student cohorts, etc. Analysis can be used to support promotion cases. 

Main shortcoming: for some programmes very small sample size 
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