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The challenge

What am | going to do?

Teaching in times of COVID was hard
* Engagement

* Learning

» Student experience

* Inability to plan ahead



Student
Feedback




Peer learning through
groupwork

Benefits of peer learning (collaborative learning)

* Deeper learning of subject material
 Student skills (teamwork, critical enquiry, reflection)

* Psychological benefits (improved experience,
reduced drop-out rates, longer term mental health
benefits)

* Reduced pressure on staff time (academic & support
staff)



Breakout rooms:
online groupwork

Logistics:

15t years: 1 lecture recorded, one live, 1
tutorial live = Breakout rooms

MSc: 2 lectures recorded, added live
session to support learning = Breakout
rooms

Blackboard Collaborate breakout groups
(Rooms in Teams)

Pre-prepared handouts
Randomised groups weekly

1 hour session: 15min intro / 30min
groupwork / 15min debrief

-




Lessons to take
forward

Importance of peer networks for collaborative
learning

Importance of persevering in spite of initial
teething issues

Role of module lead in facilitating collaborative
learning

Ability to accommodate peer learning in face-to-
face and online settings

Generation of positive externality for the entire
student journey... and for myself



